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D r. Mary Jane Gates McConnell

Dr. McConnell of Davidson passed away Friday, January 6, 2012 at The Pines at Davidson where
she was a resident. Dr. McConnell was born April 9, 1927 in Chicago, Illinois. She was the only
child of Edna Zimmer Gates and Dr. Raymond John Gates.

Mary Jane grew up in Chicago, IL where she attended Calumet High School. She later received
her Doctor of Optometry degree from Northern Illinois College of Optometry. While there, she
met and later married Dr. Claude Hardison McConnell in 1950. Together they moved to
Davidson, NC where they began their first practice on Main Street.

Dr. McConnell was devoted to her family, patients and her community. Dr. Mary Jane and Dr.
Claude practiced Optometry in Davidson and Mooresville for 40 years. Her passion was the visual
care of children. For years, she worked tirelessly in Raleigh as the NC Legislative Representative
for Eye Health Care and as a member of the American Optometric Association. Dr. Mary Jane
gave over 20 years of service internationally, offering her skills to patients in Bolivia SA, Nairobi,
Africa, Haiti, Guatamala, Mexico and Honduras. She was the President of the Davidson School
PTA, an active member of the Davidson Garden Club, a Girl Scout leader for 8 years, and a docent
at The Mint Museum of Art in Charlotte. She was honored by the Women of the Church at
Davidson United Methodist Church. Later in life, Dr. McConnell was a volunteer on committees
at The Pines and at Bethel Presbyterian Church

Dr. McConnell is survived by her husband Dr. Claude McConnell of The Pines; her daughter
Mary Claudia (Coco) McConnell Killian and her husband, Ray A. Killian,Jr. of Charlotte, NC; Gayle
Jane McConnell Tallardy and her husband Carl Tallardy III of Newburgh, NY and Key Largo, FL;
her son, Hardison Gates McConnell, Sr, and his wife, Robbie Massey McConnell of Huntersville,
NC; grandchildren, Ray A. ( Rally) Killian III of St. Louis, MO; Mary Gates Killian of Charlotte,
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NC; Hardison Gates (Skip) McConnell, Jr. and Cameron O'Neal McConnell of Huntersville, NC.
She is survived by her stepmother, Vivian Rogue Gates of Clearwater, FL.

A service to celebrate the life of Mary Jane McConnell will be held at 10:30 am Tuesday, January
10, 2012 at Bethel Presbyterian Church in Cornelius, NC with the Reverend Dr. Bill Cain
officiating. Visitation to follow the service. Burial is private. The family will receive friends at The

Pines on Monday, January 9, 2012 from 7:00 - 8:30 pm.

The family extends there most heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the staff, doctors and nurses
of The Pines who so skillfully and lovingly cared for Mary Jane these past few months.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be made to Bethel Presbyterian Church,
19920 Bethel Church Road, Cornelius, NC 28031; or

The Pines at Davidson, 400 Avinger Lane, Davidson, NC 28036.

Samuel S. James, Funeral Service Lic. of Huntersville is serving the family.
www.samuelsjamesfsl.com
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Cindy Haines Warner posted:

Ourthoughts and prayers are with you.With lots of LOVE from the Family of Wally Haines

January 11 at 5:18 PM

Eddie Leighton (Widow Of Dr. Charles Leighton) posted:

Mary Jane was a very special lady and | know that she will be missed by all.

January 9 at 10:30 AM

Marilyn Montgomery Hicks posted:
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Coco and family, | was so sorry to read this about your sweet Mother. Please know you and your
entire family are in our thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.Phil and Marilyn Hicks

January 7 at 3:28 PM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Mary by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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